
062Part 2. Relations in Art & Culture

Abstract:
This article aims to explore the similarities and differences in architectural styles between 
China and France, and through in-depth analysis of traditional and modern architecture 
in both countries, reveal their unique aesthetic values and cultural connotations. The 
article adopts methods such as literature review, case analysis, and comparative research 
to systematically sort out and compare the architectural styles of China and France, in 
order to promote the exchange and integration of architectural styles in different cultural 
backgrounds.
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1. Introduction

Architecture is an important carrier of human civilization, with unique architectural 
styles in different regions and cultural backgrounds. As countries with a long history of 
architecture in the world, China and France have nurtured rich and colorful artistic forms in 
their respective cultural soils. This article will conduct an in-depth comparative analysis of 
the architectural styles of China and France from two aspects: traditional architecture and 
modern architecture, in order to reveal the unique charm and cultural connotations of the 
architectural styles of the two countries.

2. Comparison of the Characteristics of Traditional 
Architectural Styles between China and France

2.1 Characteristics of traditional Chinese architectural style

The traditional Chinese architectural style is mainly based on wooden structures, 
emphasizing spatial hierarchy and harmonious unity. In terms of layout, traditional Chinese 
architecture often adopts an axis symmetrical form, with a courtyard as the center, forming a 
closed and inward spatial layout. In terms of building materials, wood is the main structural 
material, supplemented by bricks, stones, etc., forming a unique wooden framework system. 
In terms of architectural decoration, Chinese traditional buildings pay attention to details, 
such as arch of wooden architecture, cornice, window grilles, etc., which reflect the exquisite 
wood carving and brick carving art.

2.2 Characteristics of traditional French architectural style

The traditional French architectural style is represented by Gothic and Baroque 
architecture, emphasizing the decoration and sculptural sense of building facades. In terms 
of layout, traditional French architecture often adopts a radial layout, with the church as 
the center, forming an open and outward spatial layout. In terms of building materials, 
traditional French architecture often uses stone as the main structural material, forming a 
strong and durable stone structure system. In terms of architectural decoration, traditional 
French architecture pursues the richness and variety of facades, showcasing the grandeur 
and solemnity of the building through sculptures, reliefs, and paintings.

2.3 Comparative analysis of the characteristics of traditional architectural 
styles between China and France

There are significant differences in the use of materials, spatial layout, and decorative 
techniques between traditional Chinese and French architectural styles. Traditional Chinese 
architecture emphasizes the use of wood and the sense of spatial hierarchy, pursuing 
harmony and unity with nature; Traditional French architecture emphasizes the solidity of 
stone and the decorative nature of facades, showcasing a strong sense of sculpture and art. 
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These differences reflect the differences in natural environment, cultural traditions, and 
aesthetic concepts between China and France.

3. Comparison of Modern Architectural Style Characteristics 
between China and France

3.1 Characteristics of modern Chinese architectural style

With the advancement of modernization, Chinese architectural styles are also constantly 
innovating and developing. Chinese modern architectural style incorporates modern 
architectural technology and design concepts on the basis of absorbing traditional elements. 
In terms of building materials, modern buildings often use modern materials such as 
reinforced concrete and glass, forming a diverse range of building forms. In terms of spatial 
layout, modern architecture places greater emphasis on openness and fluidity, pursuing 
flexibility and functionality in the space. In terms of architectural decoration, modern 
architecture emphasizes simplicity and abstraction, showcasing the modern beauty of the 
building through concise lines and geometric shapes.

3.2 Characteristics of French modern architectural style

French modern architectural style also constantly innovates on the basis of inheriting 
tradition. French architects not only pursue modernity, but also pay attention to maintaining 
the historical and cultural connotations of the architecture. In terms of building materials, 
modern French architecture also uses modern materials such as reinforced concrete and 
glass, but compared to traditional Chinese architecture, it places more emphasis on the 
texture and expressive power of the materials. In terms of spatial layout, French modern 
architecture emphasizes the fluidity and transparency of space, pursuing the creation of 
light and shadow effects and three-dimensional sense. In terms of architectural decoration, 
modern French architecture emphasizes detail handling and material comparison, 
showcasing the elegance and quality of the building through exquisite decoration and color 
matching.

3.3 Comparative analysis of the characteristics of modern architectural 
styles between China and France

The modern architectural styles of China and France share similarities in inheriting 
tradition, applying modern technology, and pursuing innovation, but there are still certain 
differences in their specific expressions. Chinese modern architectural style not only absorbs 
traditional elements, but also pays more attention to the openness and functionality of 
space, pursuing architectural forms that are suitable for modern society; French modern 
architecture, on the other hand, places greater emphasis on the inheritance of historical 
and cultural heritage and the handling of details, showcasing a unique French romance and 
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delicacy. These differences reflect the different paths and cultural characteristics of China 
and France in the process of modernization.

4. Conclusion

By comparing and analyzing the characteristics of traditional and modern architectural 
styles between China and France, it can be seen that there are significant differences 
in the use of materials, spatial layout, and decorative techniques in the architectural 
styles of the two countries. These differences not only reflect the differences in natural 
environment, cultural traditions, and aesthetic concepts between China and France, but 
also reflect the different paths and cultural characteristics of the two countries in the 
process of modernization. Therefore, in cross-cultural communication, we should respect 
and appreciate each other's differences in architectural styles, promote the exchange and 
integration of architectural styles in different cultural backgrounds, and jointly promote the 
prosperity and development of global architectural art.
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